y Learn:to 
Ө Rush:the: 
Passer 


J.J. Watt 
SKILLS AND DRILTE — = = si 
- = TEAMWORK 
Call the 
: Perfect-Pitch 
a > * -Matthew'Lucroy 


ZPump Fusion 

PUMP TO FIT. 

FIT TO BLAST. 
wart 
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SUMMER CAMP 


A Are you ready for the ultimate 
3 summer aparta танаа? 

At Camp Wannawin, your 
counselors - including 1I. Watt, Andrew 
Luck, and Michael Kidd-Gilchrist — will 
teach you cool skills and drills, howto _ 
raise your mental game, and even how 
to make your own trophy! о 


FB ee 


LA. Dadgers rookie, has shown he can 
handle anything the majors throw at him. 


UE vrs often cman 


Jahn Urschel wants yourta know that you. 
can wow ‘em in the classram and on the 
field — and be a pro at bath. 


д тит ee 
Not picked? Not a problem. More and 

more teams are finding talent in players who 

never heard their names called on draft day. 


Це 


Chase Reed, the IT-Jearald 
owner of the first-ever sneaker pal 
shop, tells us the story Behind his 
Süccesful (and growing!) business. 


FROM THE PAGES OF. 
SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


19 
The Clippers power forward 
has герой himself inta one of the 
NBA's most complete players. 


COVER 


Robert Seale for Sports Mustrated 
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For real? See if you can. 
identify which sports | 
are actual animal 
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ITS WALL OVER 


May 25, 2015 + Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


Photograph by 
JUSTIN К ALLER/GETTY IMAGES 


BURNING QUESTION ) 


BY KID REPORTER 
WILL FOSTER 


THE CARLETON UNIVERSITY Rave: 
down 18-17 to the Boston College 
remaining, "What do the Ravens even do here?” inquired 
the broadcaster. 

Well, that depends — what sport are they playing? Was 
this a low-scoring basketball game? A high-scoring baseball 
game? Lacrosse 

Actually, it was На 
battle arena video 


playing a Super Sixteen match in the Heroes of the Dorm 
tournament, streamed live on ESPN3. 

Believe it or not, all around the world professional gaming 
competitions like this one are filling huge venues, where 
loyal fans come to watch virtual battles happen on 
jumbotrons. They call these tournaments e-sports (short for 
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electronic sports), and indeed they 
resemble traditional athletic 
competitions in many ways, In 
addition to the commentators and 
teams, there are coaches, 
sponsorships, and prize money. 

But should e-sports be considered a 
sport at all? Isnt calling video games 
electronic sports a bit like calling 
rock-paper-seissors -sports (short for 
hand sports, of course)? Are video 
games akin to baseball or football or 
more comparable to chess or poker? 

Granted, there always has been 
some controversy as to whether even. 
those so-called sports should fit the 
bill. “E-sports is] not a sport — it’s a 
competition; said ESPN president 
John Skipper at a media conference. 
“Chess is a competition. Checkers isa 
competition.” 

lts a fair point. According to 
Merriam-Webster, a sport is “a contest 
or game in which people do certain 
physical activities according to a 
specific set of rules and compete 
against each other” E-sports, games 
of skill and strategy, does not require 
physical activity, outside of fingers 
hitting keys. 

In terms of fan support, though, 


Indianapolis 500 
drivers, of 33 in the 
field, who selected 


whale milk far thelr celebration 
Inthe event they won the race. 


(Fourteen drivers picked 

2%, and four went with skim 
milk The tradition of tha. 
race winner celebrating 
with milk in Victory Lane 
dates ta the 1930s. This 
year's race was won by Juan 
Pablo Montoya, who went 
with whole milk 


A 
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On SIKIDS.com we asked if playin 
video games should be considere: 


a sport. You said: 
48%: 


e-sports much more resembles 
traditional athletics than chess, Last 
year, 27 million people watched the 
‘world championship for League of 
Legends, one of the most popular titles. 
"That's more fans than watched Game 7 
of last years World Series. 

Not unlike soccer, e-sports has an. 
enormous following around the world, 
particularly in South Korea, and is 
beginning to grow in popularity in. 
America. Two colleges — Robert 


$16,100 


Winning bid on 
eBay fora pair of. 

Air Jordan I sneakers 

that ware carved out of wand. The 
bidding opened at $10,000. 


Feet traveled by 
Pittsburgh Pirates 
first baseman Pedro 


Alvarez's home run on May 18, The 
blast, which came against the 
Minnesota Twins, laft Pittsburgh's 
PNC Park on the fly — and landed in а 
boat an the Allegheny River! 


Morris University 
in Chicago and the. 
University of 
Pikeville in 
Kentucky — even 
offer e-sports 
scholarships. 

And yet, 
e-sports will 
always be an 
absurd concept to 
‘many. Is playing 
Madden really just. 
as much a sportas 
football, the game 
52% itaims to 

0 um 
‘Therein lies the 
real barrier to 

e-sports’ acceptance: It’s new. It took 
11 years to get from the first X Games 
in 1995 to Shaun White becoming an. 
Olympic hero in 2006. If e-sports can 
retain its young fans and competitors 
as they mature, the games will gain. 
legitimacy. 

In the meantime — “real” sports or 
not — e-sports’ popularity means it's 
here to stay. Just don’t try to convince 
your parents that console time counts 
as practice, 


Years since an NHL player 
scored a goal with his 
team down by two players 


before Tyler Johnson of the Tampa 
Bay Lightning did it. With two of 

his teammates in the penalty box, 
Johnson scored against the New York 
Rangers in Game 2 of the Eastern 
Conference finals. He finished the 
‘game with three goals in a 6-2 win. 


Price of Atlanta Hawks 
етой socks, which the team 
sold on its official website 


ssauuw aav 


Explore incredible places 
that most kids don’t get 
to see, and meet amazing 
people who have some 
of the coolest jobs in the 
world—and beyond! 


TIMEforKids.com/AllAccess 


THINGS 


FOR RIOS 


(©2014 Time Inc. TIME FOR KIDS ls trademark of Time Inc. registered in the U.S. and other countries 


ON OUR RADAR ) 


VASHTICUNNINGHAM 


HEIGHT: E'O* 


BIRTHPLACE: 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


SPORT. TRACK AND FIELD 


BIRTH DATE: 
JANUARY 18, 1998 


= In April, Vashti set a national high school record in the 
high jump at the Mt. SAC Relays in Walnut, California. The 
ор Gorman High School junior cleared 6'4)4 breaking 
the previous record set in 2009 by a quarter-inch. 

8 USATF named her the Athlete of the Week on April 22nd 
for her jump, which was the best in the U.S. and ranks third 
in the world this season, The previous week, she won the 


Arcadia Invitational in California, clearing 6 feet. 
At Bishop Gorman, she was the 2014 state champion in 
the high and long jumps and was also a second-team 
All-Southern Section Nevada selection for the Gaels’ 
volleyball team, 

= Vashti, 17, is the daughter of former NFL quarterback 
Randall Cunningham and the sister of current USC 
track and field star Randall Cunningham Jr. She and 
her brother each won high jump titles at the 2014 

Mt. SAC Relays. 

18 She plans to compete in the USATF National Junior 
Track and Field Championships in Florida later this month. 


SPORTSKIDS OF THE MONTH 


Greensboro, N.C. Lo, 
BASEBALL 

During the second 

game of the USSSA Spring Break 


WRESTLING 


Bash tournament in March, Cuyler the USAWN. 
blasted a left-handed home run and 
then hit a right-handed in his 
second at hat. Ha also recordad six 
RBIs and helped Team Majestic 
Greensboro finish as runners-up In 
the QU divison. 


Pennsville, NJ. 


This year Cameron won 
seven tournament finals, including 
ato title, МАМА 


Eastern National championship, 
and the АСМА NJ final, whera he 

was voted the Mast Outstanding 
Wrestler. The fifth grader finished 
the season with an overall record 
of 58-11, 


Harvest, Ala 
BASKETBALL Б. 

SOCCER 

= Sofia won back-to-back APRA State 
Basketball Tournament titles (2014 
and 15), averaging 11 pointe and 
three steals per game as a guard for 
the Monrovia Crushers All-Star 
team. In April she had 24 total 
saves as a goalie for the NAU 
Monrovia Blast Club in the ULL 
division of the Open Cup Tournament. 


AREYOUA SPORTSKID? 
T you think you have what it 

takas tobe a SportsKid af the Month 
submit your nomination at SIKIDS com 
Contests/SportsKid 


ЛЕ Y 
WEEKENDY e CESPEDES 


(Home Run Derby: 103 8 pl 

ESPN; Game: July 14, 7:30 pm. ET, FOX) 

Sure, its great to see the stars come out every July at the Midsummer Classic, but 
for the last 12 years, the game has actually meant something: The winning 
league secures home-field advantage for its representative in the World Series 
Think it doesn't make a difference? During that time, eight teams that have had 
home-field advantage have won the Series. (If you have home-field advantage, 
you host the first two games, The next three games are on the road, and if there 
is a Game 6 or a Game 7, those two are back at home) 

In addition to the game, which this year will be at Great American Ball Parkin 
Cincinnati, there is the ever-entertaining Home Run Derby, which will take place 
the night before. Last July, outfielder Yoenis Cespedes won for the second straight 
year to become only the second player to win the competition multiple times. 
(Ken Griffey Jr. is the other) Online fan voting closes on July 2 at 11:59 pm. ET. 
Checkin afterward to see if your favorite players made it! 

Did you know? The All-Star Game, first played in 1933, was not played in 1945 
(because of World War TI). And from 1959 through 1962, there were two All-Star 
Games each summer. 


British Open 
Duly 18-18, ESPN, check listings) 
{willbe worth getting up early to 
watch the PGA Tour's best play 
across the pond at the Open 
Championship, where Northern 
Ireland's Rory Melroy [bel wl try 


to defend his title. This year the Open 
will be held at St. Andrews in Scotland 
for the 29th time in 143 years. Unlike 
most sand traps in the US, the 
ones you'll see there are 
known as pat 
bunkers because of 
their round shape 
and depth. And — 
you can belive it~ 
ifershave used 
the site for more 
than 450 years! 


A Lego Brickumentary 


Ошу in theaters, on demand en iTunes) 


People who love Legos really love 
Legos [see page 14) Now there's a 
documentary explaining how and 
when the recent craze surrounding 
the building blocks, which were 
patented in 1958, began. One 
mathematician interviewed for the 
film says that there are more than 
9 million possible combinations you 
could try with only six bricks, 
Seriously, 


JULY 


BIRTHDAYS 
San Jose Sharks center 
Joe Thornton celebrates 
his 36th birthday. 


Blue Jays pitcher Marco 
Estrada is 32. 


the Chicago Bulls. ^^ 
turns 38. 


St. Louis Cardinals. 

pitcher Jaime Garcia 
turns 29. 

Chicago Cubs catcher 

Miguel Montero. ) 
celebrates his. 
2nd birthday. 

: ) 


Oo 
back Trent Richardson 
turns 25. 


Minnesota Lynx 
guardjforward 
Monica Wright is 27. 


1! Y 
Scott of Australia ` 
meer 

Seth birthday. 


Loft wing 

Jamie Benn 
of the Dallas Stars 
turns 26. 


рі" 
Inebacker H 
Wesley Woodyard is 29. е 


2] ee 
linebacker DeMeco 
Ryans turns 31. 
ВЕ 

DeMarcus Ware of the 
Denver Broncos celebrates his 
33rd birthday. 47 
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MASCOTMAPPING > 


Animal? Human? Something else entirely? MLB mascots run — "mae MONSTERS биш 


the gamut. This handy chart helps you keep track. 


SLUCSERRR 
ANGERS MARINER [өе 


CAPTAIN MOOSE 
(Ranger) —_ С] 


эшли smer 
Dhite Sod indiana) 


[eei 


Ге] RALLY 


ANIMALS. > — == 


um 
sone С en 
Nationals] E RALLY 

E 


тако (ашшы) 
[5] 


Же 


> 


OBJECTS 


ou sea 


(Gis) RIGHTY 


[7] 


PIEROGIS 
таза) 


THEORIOLE 
BIRD 


шіге 


suom BERNIE 
БИН FRIAR ‘BREWER 


PARROT [33 Paire [Bramara] 


ites) sje 
ме шінші 


pem N 
a * соя 
pss ame) 
57 шеші 
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BALL 


PRESIDENTS 
(NATIONALS) " FÜR HEADS 


HOMER. 
(Graves) 


— ) 
MADDEN NFL 16 


(EA Sports) PS3, PS4, Xbox 360, Xbox One: $59.99, 
Release Date: 8/25 
ty John Gaudi 
YOU CAN'T JUDGE a book by its cover, 
but the same isn't true of Madden 
NFL 16. New York Giants receiver Odell 
Beckham Jr. is on the box of the new 
e game, and the developer made sure that 
gamers will be able to recreate “the catch” Yeah, hat catch — the unbelievable 
touchdown he scored as a rookie last year against the Dallas Cowboys. ann 
1s part of the new “air supremacy” initiative by EA Sports involving receiver and d 
defender gameplay. On the offensive side of the ball, you can be aggressive and attack, which can result | nass defenders 
in spectacular catches like the one Beckham made last year. Defensive players can also go for broke, ione for 
s interference penalties. емі 
tio 


UP FOR GRABS 


Increased 


‘making acrobatic interceptions and risking р: 
EA has improved the quarterback position this year, offering new passing mechanics that allow you Inter 
to be more creative from the pocket, during a rollout, or while scrambling. You can even target a throw 
high or low at the receiver's body based on the players size, athletic ability, and the route he’s running. A 
touch pass has been added to the bullet and lob passes. 
Perhaps the most exciting new feature, though, is the Draft Champions mode, which starts with a 
fast-paced multiround draft. You pick a coach first, and from that point every decision you make is 
based on the play-calling style of that coach, 
‘The game will randomly throw three players at you in each round, including current NFL stars and 
NFL legends such as Jerry Rice and Randall Cunningham. Every player card has an overall value 
rating, so its up to you to choose between the best available player or a better fit for your needs — just 
like the real NFL Draft. You can then immediately test your team against the computer or online 
's fantasy football on fast forward. 


against other gamers. 


Б Fer additional program details, apply on Facebook con/SweetNLow 
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Chicago Bulls Center. 


FAVORITE 
THINGS 


rO 


> : 


Buffalo Sabres rightwinger 
PATRICK KALETA talks about his mini 
construction projects - and the super 
cool roam he built to hold them all. 


RIGHT AROUND THE 2010 World 
Cup, I heard soccer star David 
Beckham was doing the Taj Mahal 
Lego set. I had broken my hand, and I 
figured if David Beckham can do it, 
there's gotta be something to it. I 
started off just goofing around, and 
ultimately it turned into a whole room 
in my house dedicated to Legos. 

Tm nota person who can sit down 
and relax. At first I was curious, and it 
ended up being pretty good therapy for 
my hands, just rehabbing after breaks 
and surgeries. (I've had four surgeries.) 

Iran accomplishment when you get 
the big ones done. The Taj Mahal 
(right) is probably the 
coolest because its the 


mestpiecesvedone, | Ф 
and it was the hardest. 
Tt took two days with, 
breaks for breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner. 


1 did a couple sets with my buddies. 
when I was younger. We didn't use the 
directions, We just built what we needed 
to have wars and that kind of thing. I 
probably took a solid 15 to 20 years off 
from Legos before I got back into it. 

I bought a house five years ago and 
was getting ready to start remodeling. 1 
had а room upstairs that I would put all 
my Legos in, and they were all over the 
floor. My dad put up a bunch of shelves, 
and Lcame home from a road trip and 
he had put down colored flooring, 

When I go to hospitals to visit kids, 
they always ask about my Legos. It really 
gives mea way to relate to the kids in 

the area and make 
them feel comfortable 
talking tome. 


Kaleta's modal of the 
Taj Mahal,a famous 
bullding in India, has 
nearly 6,000 pieces. 


y Kid Raporte 


т at SIKIDS com 


RUUD AY APT мы une 


— DANIEL, 12, NEW JERSEY 


“Wow, so that's what a hand with 
no rings looks like!” 


Evan, 14, Michigan 


“Iwill now use my X-ray 
Amelia, 


“Grandpa Duncan, what big eyes 
you have!" 
9. Maryland 


“You call that a free throw?" 
Jade, 11. California 

“DeAndre, don't freak out, but 

there's a spider on ye 


“What did you say about my 
mama?" 
Corey, 10, Michigan 


SOUND OFF ) 


What would 
you perform 
atatalent &:= =: 
show? Zeh; 


Nz 
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PRIME TIME 


E 
Los Angeles Dodge: 


posman | 
Centerfielder 


BY ALBERT CHEN 


he Las Angles Dodges 
ее 
hy some айе liga in 
the bus unre canbe 
tough pc for ea 
Vara sc o digi in 
giving young page sa ne ib des 
Sd punks On Коше Dress-Up Day eo 
yess ago, br example, they made a Puig 
ears Cuni catum and lam in Ryu 
Tress up as the шу Pu Mardi Man 
The Dodgers have been puc ad. 
th ro erh Joe Pedersen. 


They make Pederson lug the clubhouse 
speakers on road trips. They hijacked his 
wallcup song, leaving Pederson — a hip-hop 
fan — to approach the batter's box to boy band 
hits from One Direction. And on a road trip to 
Chicago, they made Pederson go on a 
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Starbucks run in full uniform and 
cleats. Bystanders stared as he walked 
ош juggling 10 drinks, 

“We like to try to embarrass him as 
says third baseman 
Justin Turner. “It keeps things light in 
the clubhouse. And we can do it 
because we know he can handle it” 

When it comes to the pranks and 
the constant ribbing from his 
teammates, the rookie is as cool as he 
is when facing an All-Star pitcher on 
the mound. "It's part of the territory,” 
Pederson says with a shrug, “Pim а 
rookie who hasn't played a full 
season yet, and guys all around me 
here have played 10 years. I just try to 
learn from them." 

Pederson may talk like a humble 
rookie, but he hasn't played like one so 
far. Over the season's first two months, 
Pederson has been one of the best 
players on a Dodgers team that 
jumped out to a lead in the NL West 
No rookie in the majors made a bigger 
splash than Pederson, who became the 
talk of baseball with a jaw-dropping 
home run binge: Seven bits in a row 
over a 10-day stretch beginning 
April 27 were home runs. 

He does more than bludgeon 
baseballs, though. He is a key table- 
setter for a potent Dodgers lineup. (He 
had a 392 on-base percentage through 
May 28.) Нез also elite in centerfield, 


much as we can; 


опе of the most important positions, 
“We knew he was a good player,” says 
manager Don Mattingly, “but we 
honestly didn't think he would make 
such a big impact so soon." 


DEDICATED PUPIL 

Ask those who know him best what 
has launched Pederson on the path to 
stardom, and they'll tell you the 
answer is simple: hard work. 
Pederson takes nothing for granted. 
After games, he's typically one of the 
last Dodgers to leave. He stays 
around and watches video of his 

at bats and notable plays, and he is 
constantly thinking about how he 
can get better. “When he gets 


information 


DOUBLE 
and digests, МЕ 
workaholic atit imaressed in 
stile guie? тазымен 
туой Ба 


minor leag 
hitting coordinator Damon 
Mashore, 

Mashore recalls one session 
in the California League in 
which he and Pederson talked 
about taking your eyes off the 
ball while running to your 
spot. “He was like, I want to do that; 
what time should T be there 
tomorrow?” says Mashore, “He 
started showing up at 10 алт, and 


we did 30, 40 minutes of that drill for 
six days so he could master it." 
Pederson covers the field like 
Novak Djokovic covers a tennis court 
“even though he's not a flyer,” says 


third base coach Lorenzo Bundy 
"But his instincts and his positioning 
put him in a position to make plays. 

Pederson's glove has been a 
difference-maker, but his bat has 
gotten the most notice. His stroke is 
short, simple, and he generates power 
with his hands. "Even if his body is 
out of position, he's still able to put the 
barrel on the ball with authority? says 
Mashore. 

Pederson dissects games on video, 
but he says he has gotten better at 
not overanalyzing. To hear him tell 
it, this has been the biggest 
difference for him as he's gone from 
a prospect rated outside the top 50 
by some to one of the game's best. 

tars, 
ly on in the minors, when he 
was struggling to find his swing, 
Pederson would stay up all night on 
his phone, watching at bats of major 
league stars on YouTube — Mike Trout, 
Robinson Cano, Jose Bautista — and 
then show up at the park the next 
afternoon with an ill-considered new 
timing mechanism, 

“Td have no idea what the thinking 
was behind what they were doing,” 
he says. “I've realized now that there 
are certain things that make Mike 
Trout special, certain things that 
make Robinson Cano special. And 
certain things that make me special.” 


you 


NO LIMITS 
Pederson has been obsessed with his 
swing since he was a kid spending 
hours in the hitting cage behind his 
home in Palo Alto, California. He 
learned the importance of hard work 
from his father, Stu, who was drafted 
by the organization out of USC in 1981 
and played eight games for L.A. in 85. 
The Pedersons bleed Dodger blue: 
Joc's brother Tyger, an infielder, was a 
33rd-round pick by L.A. in 2013. 

The Dodgers selected Joc in the 11th 
round in 2010, out of Palo Alto High, 
and his stock quickly rose. By 2014, he 
was the organization's minor league 
co-player of the year, having become 
the first player in 80 years to hit 
30 home runs and steal 30 bases in 
the same season in the Triple A Pacific 
Coast League. He was called up to the 
majors last September and played in 
18 games, then won the centerfield job 
in spring training. Says Mattingly, 
“You have to keep reminding yourself 
that he’s still just learning, that he's 
only going to get better 

‘This season has been a whirlwind 
for Pederson. He's getting used to big 
league pitchers, new ballparks — and 
the shenanigans from his teammates. 
But he takes it allin stride. “It can be 
hard to catch my breath sometimes, 
says the rookie, “but it's been a fun 
ride so far” в: 


Can you identify the actual 
ma critter sports? (Here's a 
d hint: Four of them are real.) 
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O) Swing 


Paw-a-bun, 
Competition 
man's best frie 
а board and har 
featur 


than 2, 
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Chicken _ 
Gymnastics 
"lust cock-s-doodle~do 
il Roosters and hers are 
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© Weighttifting Be een ut 


; Түсі " a fowl, mean, a foul 


Pig Olympics 
First heldin China the Pig Olympics grew ta include events 
such as running, swimming, anda soccer ke game in which 
the piggies use their snouts to push a greased-up bal toward 
a goal. You can read all about itin Pars ие 


кэн эче 9 нез аав v ta 90 SMS 


magine it's the first day of school, 


You're sitting in a classroom, 
your new math teacher walks in, 


and he's built like a tank: 6'3", 
300-ish pounds, shaved head, He 
looks ready to crush a guy on the 
gridiron, not crunch numbers. 
Clearly this guy's in the wrong 

place, right? 

That was Laura San Roman's 
experience a few years ago at Penn 
State. A math and computer science 
double major, she was waiting for the 
start of her Integral Vector Calculus 
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lass when Nittany Lions guard John 
Urschel took his place at the front of 
the room, 

“I was like, What?! No way a 
football player could also be a math 
teacher,” San Roman says. “But then 
someone asked him about football, 
and he said, Tm nota football player 
here. Гиз your math teacher. That's 
what do. Гиза mathematician, and 
T like to play football, but don't talk to 
me about that. 

When he puts it that way, Urschel 
makes it sound as if his dual life is no 


big deal. But he's a rare breed, 
someone so good at athletics and 
highest levels of both. 

‘At Penn State, Urschel earned his 
math degree (early) with a 4.0 GPA. 
Then he completed his master's in 
math, also with a 4.0. All while 
teaching at the school and playing 
football at a top Division I program. 

After leaving Happy Valley, he was 
selected by the Baltimore Ravens in 
the fifth round of the 2014 NFL draft 
But he didn't give up math. He still 


Steve Boyle for 
Sports Illustrated 


conducts research, works on seemingly 
unsolvable problems, and spreads the 
gospel of mathematics. Online, he 
tweets as @MathMeetsFball, where he 
shares #mathjokes; offline, he inspires 
kids to give math a shot. 

“They think I'm like a unicorn,” 
says Urschel. “That's the easiest way 
to putit” 


Math always came easy to Urschel. 
Growing up in Canada and upstate 
New York, he loved puzzles, problems, 


and tasks that required him to think. 
He also discovered he loved playing 
football when he hit the field for the 
first time in high school, He was a 
standout defensive tackle at Canisius 
High in Buffalo, recording 77 tackles 
and 4% sacks as a senior. That earned 
him all-state honors and a football 
scholarship to Penn State. 

Football, however, didn't come 
quite as naturally as math. “I think it 
has always been the bigger challenge 
for him) says Todd Kulka, assistant 
director of Penn State's academic. 


FIELD WORK 


support center. 
for athletes. 
He worked. 
with Urschel 
on a daily 
basis and saw 
the natural academic devote himself 
to constantly improving as an athlete. 
“He was kind of a late bloomer when 
it came to football,” Kulka says. 
Urschels unrelenting drive paid 
dividends — on the field and off. He 
twice earned first-team All-Big Ten 
honors and was an Associated Press 
third-team All-America and a three- 
time Academic All-Big Ten honoree. 
Asa senior, he won the William V. 
Campbell Trophy as the college football 
player with the best combination of 
athletic performance, academic 
achievement, and community service. 


Asa pro, Urschel only made three 
starts for the Ravens in 2014, yet he 
made a big enough impact in the 
postseason filling in for injured 
teammates that he’s likely to challenge 
fora starting job in training camp. In 
his math life, he lectures (he was at 
Baltimore's Johns Hopkins University 
in May) and publishes research papers 
in academic journals. 

In a label-obsessed culture, 
however, Urschel finds himself 
having to remind people that he. 
takes both football and math very 
seriously. 

“One thing I feel 
may get lost sometimes. 
is that Im not justa pro. 
football player who's 
doing some math,” he 
says. “Гт a serious, 
young, budding. 
‘mathematician who 
works with established 
people, who comes up 
with good research 
and good results. By 
math standards alone, 
Hike to think Im 
doing pretty well for 
myself” 

‘The tricky part for Urschel now is 
finding a balance between his two 
careers. “I think he has a football life 
and a math life, and he likes to keep 
those separate,” San Roman says. 
(She still works with Urschel as a 
research assistant.) 

‘Those two lives, though, are 
inseparable, And that's what makes. 
Urschel unique, By excelling at both, 
he obliterates two stereotypes — dumb 
jock and weak nerd — and acts as a 
role model for those who want to 
create their own paths. 

“I think I serve as an example that 
you can't just put people into certain 
categories and that you're allowed to 
be more than just one thing,” Urschel 
says. “You're allowed to be more than 
just the jock. You'll allowed to be 
‘more than just the science nerd” 
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TOP 10 REASONS 
WHY YOU NEED 
THIS BOOK 


Wehonor the Biscuits, Flying. 
Squirrels, Sand Gnats, and other 
awesome minor league team names. 


Sure, Randy Johnson is scary — but 
ме have the guys who are even 
‘more intimidating. 


Learn how David Ortiz became 
Big Papi, and the stories behind the 
game's greatest nicknames, 


Grooming ideas: giant beard, 


handlebar 
moustache, or... pink 
goatee? 
Findouthow Juan * 
Marichal learned this 
delivery. > 


Where else сапа 
3'7" leadoff hitter 
standtall? 


The nastiest pitches. 
anyone has ever thrown. 


О) Theteam that wore shorts, 
ХО rine other baseball fashion 
disasters you'll want to avoid. 


О Doyou like home runs? We ve got. 
2 the10 best ever 


201 mein A armen Sports Muertos te 
apa deman ofre 


POSTER 


ALTUVE 


Houston Astros, second baseman 
в 
55; 165 pounds 


Maracay Venezuela 


Gigante Thats Spanish for 
art and it's something ога 
joe. Atuveis the shortest player 
inthe majors since 1981. 


Was eng the American League in 
batting on the last day ofthe 2014 
‘season when his manager decided to 
sit him out to protect his three point 
lend Atu insisted on playing. andhe 
ended up getting tun hits and raising 
tis meraga toa lengue best ЭШ. 


Inspired awebsite caled How Many 
Айшев \оюнтапуайлнев гот, 
which converts lengths in Айше. 
lleven feet is two Ама) In 

April astronaut Tery Wirt 
tweeted from the Intemational 
Space Station that he vas 

230400 Аниме above the earth. 


Was the Astros nominee forthe 
Roberta Clemente Award in 2013, 
Айше vas nominated for his work 
with atrisk chikiren and teens 
inthe Houstan area. 


© 


RONALDO 


Real Madrid, forward 
E] 
1,176 pounds 


Funchal a city in the Madeira islands 
off the coast of Portugal 


OR. His full namei Cristiano 
Ronaldo dos Santos Aveiro. The. 
папе Rana came from former US. 
president Ronald Reagan ho was. 
Distiancsfther' favorite actor: 


Made history onthe final day of the 
201031 Spanish soccer seasan. 
He scared two goals to bring his 
total to making him the first 
a Liga player to break the goal 
plateau He went on to achieve the 
feat tno more times: 


Has 357 milion Tite followers, 
more than any athlete in the warid. 
Ву comparison, Lefton ames has. 
212 milion) He also has 187 milion 
‘Instagram followers (is handle s 
BCristiana) Arecant post asked his 
folloners to help him pick out which 
pair of underwear he should wear. 


Befiended a boy named Erik who 
had brain surgery, hich Ronaldo 
paid for. At the 2014 Word Cup, 
Ronaldo wre a haircut with zigzags 
that matchad Erik's scars. 


2 
4 
г 
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WANNAWIN 
“ағ 


Welcome! 


Are you ready for the ultimate summer 
sports retreat? At Camp Wannawin, 
your counselors — including J.J. Watt, 
Andrew Luck, and Michael Kidd-Gilchrist — 
will teach you cool skills and drills, 
how to raise your mental game, and 

even how to make your own trophy! | 


Е; 
Invade the Backfield 


with J.J. Watt, defensive end, Houston Texans 


unc Le EX paca иык. 
Were 

NI Josten icon guns QD Blake Bere who was sacked 
Betis We orto puncte aa War ks lie an cong 
а Wena nates ana nly 
ОЕА 
ty nac unto No das Ved be me Dl 
ее eg open 
sete (Jn bo and Fe bes dos howto casal How 
Б ште 


Ital starts with an escape plan. "You have to assess what the blocker is trying to 

do. Pay attention to where his feet are placed and where his hands are. Then you 
have to get the blockers hands off of you and fip your hips," says Watt. Tha latter is a 
quick-change motion that allows you to switch up your direction so that you can run away 
from the blocker. Adds Watt, "Then burst through to the quarterback." 


midsection as you close in on him. "Aim for the middle of his body, and wrap him 
up tight so he doesn't slip away,” says Watt. “Then get him to ground. If you do, try to 
force a fumble.” 


O rs rt toston e ods us en o oc 


Watt says the art of the sack is "part skil and part luck, really. Its also a 

‘combination of speed and power." And he's got it down pat. Alter each sack, Watt 
celebrates — most often with his signature saluta. "It's a great feeling of accomplishment, 
and I take great pride in what | do,” says Watt. "Its one ol Ihe best feelings.” 
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PICK UP A 
7-10 SPLIT IN 
BOWLING 


's tricky, but Professional 
Bowlers Association Hall 
of Famer Randy Pedersen. 
tells you how to have the 
best chance at knocking 
down the 7- and 10-pins 
with one shot. 

Poderson has won 13 PBA Tour 
"es. He has also bowled a score 
91300 fa perfect gama) a total of 
73 times over his career. The 7-10 
зри? He's опу picked It up seven 
times. You need sil to dat, but 
you also need, as Pederson points 
ой, one other thing: luck. Here's 
howhe approaches it 


ТНЕВАЦ "m going to grab my 
spare all which is normaly going 
to bua plastic ball because they 
dort grip the lane surface. That wil 
add speedta t (Most recraational 
centers stock paste bals] 


MC меч 


9 9 


THE GOAL‘ you're looking at 
the 10-pin head-on, Fm trying 
"o ich frant-eft quadrant 
af that pin во! can drive it 
diagonally Int the sido wall 
and hope to bounce It out, You 
hope it bounces off tho sido 
wall and then goes across the 
Jane and takes out the 7-pin. 
You can shoot at either the 
Tor the 10, but irs all about 
эраев and catching the pin 
atthe right angle to got it to 
‘bounce out and come across 


THESHOT "m going to stand 
on the extreme left side of 

the approach, and m going 

ta shoot eross-alay at the 
10-pin. lm going to throw the 
ball as hard as can but stil be 
‘somewhat In control. You don't 
want any spin onthe 

ball. You're throwing tin a 
straight ine” 


Take a Free Kick wits sau cavis, апа nouston dynamo 


aia sirim MLS AF Star 
р: 

US Work Cup roster one of 
TE шыра шш 
Base ee 
анна 
A he saya зараде бато 
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СЕРЕ 
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STAND-UP 
PADDLEBOARD 


with Candice Appleby, 
world champion. 
Applaby won gold in the distance 
SUP and Padtleboard Ch 
SUP team member 
you dont have ta be a top athlete ta stand-up 
lobo do tin any body af 


DIRECT FREE KICK "You start by seeing how the defense and the goalie are lined 
up,” says Davis of this type of kick, which he describes as requiring a combination of 
technique — mainly putting spin on the ball — and power. “i'm just going to strike the 
ball on-goal, I want to hit the ball with the inside of my foot,” he says. "I hit the lower half 
ofthe ball and try to strike up on it. You put topspin on the ball because that's what makes 
it come down quicker, and you have to get the ball up and down so you don't hit it way 
over he goal. You also have to hit it with enough power so the goalie can't get to iL" 


INDIRECT FREE KICK “On comer kicks or other set pieces where Im going to serve 
the ball into the box for my teammates, | also look first at the way the defense and the 
goalie ine up," says Davis. "In training, you've gone through a bunch of different variations 
of plays and also which type of runs your teammates are going to use. For timing 
purposes, | raise my arm, and when | put my arm dawn, those guys make their runs. You 
tty to put the ballin a good spot for them, and you want to play the ball away from tho. 
goalie so the goalie can't come out and catch IL The type of spin you put an the ball can 
give your teammates a chance to get on the end of i." 


Whare the hand of the boards Bring yaur fo 
Underneath you, put one hand on the toa the 
andi апа put tne ather han micway don the 
shaft ftn hand 
THE STROKE 

e 
1 ‘bottom hand on th 

hup ard down Bury the baden tha vatar 

Pn 

casto not splash Push dawn wih et hand 
le ou simultaneously pul ck th the bottom 


ни? she says “It gives you a fun vantage pont, hand, tring to keep your armes In a triangle: 


lore and got exer 


SAFETY SHOULD ALWAYS COME FIRST 
emphasizes that you shouid know 
mar a flotation device, and use 

equipment. 

PUT THE LEASH ON YOUR BACK FOOT 

Th you would ick a ball wi 

want to get on your board in kne-deo 

near the contar point af the board, typically 


your arms straight at this paint 
2 dort bend at the elbows. Band your knees 


slightly, and hinge at the walst: 


handia as you switch sides: 
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Cross-Train for Your Sport 


Four professional strength and conditioning coaches offer drills 
and other ways to stay active during your off-season. 
3 


Football ^ Basketball 7 | Hockey 


by Ty Hill, Miami Marlins by Eric Ciano, Buffalo Bills by Bryan Doo, Boston Celtics Ml by Kirk Olson, Minnesota Wild 


OTHER SPORTS Basketball FOR ENDURANCE Wo очи FOR AGILITY Jumping roy OTHER SPORTS Play tennis, 
ls areally good sport ta our guys that theeasiastwayta is one of the most beneficial racquetball, or badminton. 
play. You are Incorporating getinshapulstonewergetaut axarcises for you ta do f Those are great ta train 
Footwork, change of direction; 1 We guneraly dx run uvery sport Dot es are asy speed, quickness, ality 


bady control and there's а than 110 yards at once because you can draw them reaction time, and eya-hand 
cardiovascular element, utwihatemperumRun wit chalk an a driveway. coordination. And you're 
develops overall athleticism, 100 yards, walk SD. You can. Picture how the number fve playing against an opponent 
wich wil heip any sport. dowghttolDrepsofihatand ls displayed on a die. Stand ва you Кор that competitive 
Soccer requires footwork and gradually buld up. As you get on one end with one foot on ge al year iong. 


there's a huge cardiovascular closer to the season, get into uach dat, Bring both feet to 
component wih it tao. shorter, quick-burst stuff the middle to the single dot. 


AVOID INJURY Нуга FOR STRENGTH Bridging is пателата е 


(ts. hun you have по dots in 
before, during. and after any ane f the best things you can наанаа ран 


WARMUP As with any 
sport gothroughad 
warmup. Start out with 
Jumping jacks to get the 


activity o avoid soft-tissue do, especially with your gute Ее ood going. Then а walking 
Injuries, muscle strains, and musca being the largest in nestle lunge and hamsting high 
үнү simple to do, the body. Weakness there kicks [keeping your leg 


tote facing the other direction 


y to пасть contrbut ta hamstring res. phi straight ek your right foot ta 
When you're playing and. Layon your back with your feet Your left hand thon switch). 
you're sweating, you need ta asclosetayourbutt asyoucan FOR STRENGTH Try wall sit You сап alo do reverse 
hydrate more.Itsnotasignof делот, Lit yourhips — with fora minut before you go to lunges and lunges out toa 
weakness or nat being tough. спе foot or both feet an the Вай васп night Make sureyou  45-degree angle. You want to 
lts belng smart Performance ground — and pause thea to koop your knees at 90 degres work in the different planes 
gons down when you're five seconds when yourtorsals Then you can increase the of tne mation because hips 
dehydrated, and you're more ata 5-degree angle, Dothree Intensity [by Iting your taes агза Vital important in the 
open to injury. sats of eight 12 up) othe tims, skating stride. 


SPIKE A (A | APPROACH “Wat or your partner to set you the ball 
(E J and then prepare for your approach, or how you get 
VOLLEYBALL TE ta bibere e E Mar E Nu 


Анеки пе а ‘arm down and hit the ball with your right hand." 


hor teammate, Kerri Walsh- 


Jennings, wil go for gold at the ern 


Ro Olimpica The duo andy oly Ж сш you трап ardt Pa al ih your 
и. oe. Or you have to tton ba pam four hand. (You 
[edo uem carina you Inge 1 al Pal onc ha et) you juet 
a iio good ocaton on sad thate gren lo. We cal 
атаны thos hat o ОК ya dort tla bal realy hara” 
spike on he sand. Tho best way nm 
io sat you dont hare atl (B) o cant hit without a good st kom your sant. 
superence st find an empty net ‘ya tv your Ieri and hark am o Dun 
and practica," she sa 


a4 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED KIOS 


EAT RIGHT! 


heading out to eat with your famiy o with tha. 
team. How can you make food choices that wil 
positvely affect your body? If you aren't eating your meal 
Until an hour afer the game, Gravani suggests a snack 
(Something ike chocolate mik or Greek yogurt and a 
ресе of frui) ight afer you finish playing. 
‘And when you get to the restaurant? Get more. 
protein and increase your intake of fuis and 
vegetables. (We know. Broccoli. Eeeaow! Give ita ty). 


yz had an exhausting game, and now you're. 


vem 


with Juan Pablo Reggiardo, sports а atcp ee ыд 
А your muscles. Hero are Gravanis tips for what to order 
performance coach, Stanford University a piepe re 
'ondering how you can get your body back into tip-top 
WERE IF YOURE GOING OUT FOR 
your body to what you put in your body (ight), we've BURGERS. 
got you covered. Reggiardo, who works withthe Stanford "ek fora sido asiad ora side of ruf you 
men's basketball team, knows that simple routines are best. We, ee 
You're more likey to remember what to do! And once you ind brocoli or a vegetable. Even at Chili you can sub out 
your routine, repeat it as often as possible. "If you do it for без. You ай get your chips Wile you're майор anid you 
practic, you should do it for the game," he explains. "A game is oe Gate es KATOAA tala ой eer 
just an extension of practice." 
IF YOU'RE GOING OUT FOR PIZZA.. 
DRINK COLD FLUIDS This, as M DERE EISE eo 
Regglardo points out, begins the don't ik to do that, I know. Poppers аге 
i recovery process. "You want to really Fightin Viam Ci hough, which a 
B bring your body back to its normal pret strong antiordant. Or grab a side 
H temperature" he says. You should Salad or share а family-style salad. f 
be drinking water before, during, thats not your sy, go ног оп the meat lover's pzas." 
and after your game or workout. And That way youl stay away from tha type o fat that can 
if you're playing hard, you should make it more dificult for your muecies to recover, 
have sports drinks during and after. 
"Those can help restore the energy IF YOU'RE GOING OUT FOR 
you used up.” SANDWICHES. 
DO A LIGHT COOL-DOWN AND STRETCH "tits practice,” 3 Чора ERBEN каа 
says Reggiarde, "wel finish with something light ike slow Е Be ate car Бб groene: Myau gato 
jogging or high-knees. Just slower movements that allow the а place that has spinach and iceberg 
body to circulate the blood to get fresh blood in the legs." One lettuce pick spinach. Green peppers wil heip 
thing you don't want to do? Sprint and then sit down. Keep кектен Cam, Ап жї вии optione: 
moving. Another important aspect of a cool-down routine is Don't go heavy on creamy dressings and mayo.” That's 
а comfort stretch. You're not trying to gain flexbilty with this: because they have that same fat that can slow recovery, 


type of stretching. "Don't force anything,” explains Reggiarde. 


лоо ae O HAPPY TRAILS. 


GET SLEEP! Up late cramming for that history lest? Next Make this delicious 
ӛте, try to budget your timo better. “Eight to nine hours is what and healthy өпасК 
25 you need to help the body — and the brain — repair from the 
stresses it encounters throughout the day," says Reggiardo. Yseup banana chips 


a cup raisins 


"Athletes need to be realy strict with their schedules so they ee 


Be coer тиз, М : 
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[or real 
A 


Mixtogelharalingrodiant an 
aaan [makes 6-8 servings) 


Pick Your Sport 


with Jeff Samardzija, pitcher, Chicago White Sox 
N ow he's an All-Star pitcher, but when he finished his 


junior year at Notre Dame, Samardzija was 

accomplished in two sports. He was an All-America 
receiver on the football team who held the school single 
season record for receiving yards and TD catches. He was 
also an All-Big East hurler who had been selected by the 
Chicago Cubs in the fourth round of the MLB draft 

He played minor league baseball that summer in Baise, 
Idaho, for a month and a half. "I really got to know the 
baseball life and what it would entail,” recalls Samardzija. “I 
loved the independence of it. Your career is in your own 
hands, and you are your own responsibility." 

He returned for his final year on the gridiron at Notre 
Dame and had his second 1,000-yard receiving season. "I 
had a great time and gave it my all, but I knew going 
into that fall that my heart clearly was lying with 
baseball because I couldn't stop thinking about it and I 
had such a great time.” 

And what advice does he have for kids trying to 
marrow down their extracurricular options as they get 
older? “Go with your gut,” says Samardzija, who also 
grew up wrestling, playing soccer and basketball, and 
running track. “How do you feel when you're going to 
practice? If in your heart and in your stomach you're 
excited to go there, odds are your body is telling you 
that's something you enjoy doing and you want to be 
there. If you aren't really excited to go practice, then 
maybe that's not your number one choice. That can't 
be based on results; it just has to be based on your S 
feeling when putting those shoes on. For me, 
anytime I put my baseball cleats on I had a smile 
оп my face. Have fun. It goes fast, Try it all; 
you never know what's going to stick.” 


with Andrew Luck, 
quarterback, 
Indianapolis Colts 


"There's a lot of studying 
that goes into playing 
football and playing 

quarterback. There's a lot of 
meetings. [ve definitely used 
study techniques that | used 
‘throughout school, whether it's 

taking notes, using highlighters, making charts, or 

memorizing things. 

Т always make to-do lists. I write down what I need to 
do, so nothing goes unfinished, Then getting to cross 
everything out is always nice, 

I think it's very Important to get your schoolwork done 
before you either turn on the TV, play video games, or 
whatever that relaxing thing you do is. I always wanted 
to make sure | was done before | watched TV for 30 
minutes. And make sure you do your homework before 
practice or immediately when you get home, 

‘Throughout my whole Ме, coaches have always made 
a big deal about doing well in the classroom. In high 
school, there were always awards for guys on the team 
who did well in class and had a high GPA. And if you 
want to play in collega, you have to understand that your 
grades have to be good enough to get you into college. 

You also have to be able to ask questions И you 
need help — use your resources, | started doing that a 
lot more in college. I asked for tutors and went to 
office hours with professors. l'd like to think l improved 
ав a student over time. I think i's something you can 
get batter at 


Balance Athletics and Academics 


with Matt Bonner, 
center-forward, 
San Antonio Spurs 


"The toughest part of juggling sports 
and school occurred whenever a road 
game fell on the same day as a huge 
exam or when a big paper was due, 

In these situations, | would try to either 
hand in my paper early, or take the exam 
before we left for the game. My teammates. 
would think was crazy. mean, who hands in work early? 
But it worked! 

My biggest motivator on the court and in the classroom маз. 
the fear of being outworke by somebody. I wanted to be Ihe best 
student and basketball player | could be, and | understood the only 
way that was going to happen was by putting in the work to gat there. 

When it comes to playing in a big game or taking an important 
exam, preparation is key. In sports that means getting enough sleep, 
eating healthy, knowing the scouting report, and staying focused. 

In school that means completing your homework, studying, never 
procrastinating, and staying organized, 

‘Whether you're in the driveway practicing your jump shot, or in 
your bedroom doing algebra problems, you need to practice good 
habits. Don't skip steps, take short cuts, or go through the mations. 
Do it the right way, and watch how much it pays of. 

Everyone always talks about ‘ime management’ and ‘using your 
time wisely’ But what does that mean? First, make your academics 
priority number one. Next, be prepared to make social sacrifices- 

If you're balancing practices, games and all your schoolwork, you 
might have to miss that party so you can finish your history project. 
(Or take a rain check for the movies with your fiends, so you can 
study for your Spanish exam. Im not saying you shouldn't have алу 
fun, but it's important to never lose sight of your priorities.” 


BLOCK OUT THE NOISE 
with Josh Smith, forward, Houston Rockets. 


Sporting events can get pretty loud, At Oracle Arena in Oakland, 
where the Golden State Warriors play their home games, tha. 


Volume has been measured at 
110 decibels, That's louder 
than an airplane flying over 
your head at 1,000 feat! ll 
of that ruckus ean be quta a 
distraction for players who are 
trying to focus, And it plays 
2 large part in the Warriors’ 
success. During the regular 
season, Gaiden State last just 
twice in 41 games at home. 
е So haw do opposing players 
саре with the volume? Wall 
Since pra basketball players 


marit wear their Boats By Dre headphones on the cour, thay have to da 
their own noise-canceling, even while 20,000 people scream at the top 
of their lungs. The main thing is to black out the fans as much as you. 
an. Think a it as if you're watching a school play: Tho actors on stage 
aro illuminated, while the audience i shrouded in darkness, 

Smith tries to focus on the task at hand 
Ina only keeps him thinking about his 
responsiblities, but t ава keeps the fans 
uto his head. "I try to puta whole bunch of 
ather stutt in my mindi” says Smith. “Focus 
пп everything but the atmosphere: the next 
play, the next pick-and-roll, all the details: 
Smith tried allaf thase things in Houston's 
playoff series agalnst the Warriors. But 
Baldan State won in five games as Ке fans 
hassled ta Rackets — especially Dwight 
Howard [left]. Smith. however, was abla to 
average 12.7 points over the three meetings 
in tho hostile surroundings of Gracie Arona, 


Encourage a 


Struggling 
Teammate 


with Michael Kidd-Gilchrist, 
forward, Charlotte Hornets 
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BENCH 
PLAYER 


with Allie Quigley, WNBA 
‘Sixth Woman of the Year 


“I take pride in being a bench 
leader," says the Chicago. 
Sky guard. “Before the 
game even starts, we bench 
players huddle together, and 
же talk about what we need 
to do when we go out on the 
court. We also talk to each. 
her while we're on the 
bench: if we see something 
оп the floor, we talk about 

it and get ourselves ready 

to go i. It's Important to 
‘embrace whatever role your 
team gives you because 
‘every part of the game is 
important. You always want 
to be prepared and trust the 
work you've put in when you 
go in. Watch the game as it 
happens, bring a spark and. 
energy off the bench, and 
give encouraging words, 
People who make a lasting 
impact are good, positive 
teammates who pick others. 
up when they're down.” 


er You dort throw 
ause if he's lat 
bal then he'll be on Ume getting 


pitch 
explains haw its done in the mal 


with Jonathan USE THE INFORMATION YOU HAVE | 


Lucroy, catcher, USE YOUR PITCHER’S STRENGTH “1f a guy has 
Milwaukee 3 87-mila an hour fasthall and 


Brewers throwing a strik 


nd runners In scoring postion o 
Everything Its dificult to rer 
reat down, and then iwr 
havent been in college In seven 

thall in to a hitter an al but eal like Itakea two-hour 

в towards the [far] dugout, he's late Thenyou every three days” 


vid around 


WHAT YOU NEED: 
+ Plastic tubs of 
varying sies, such 
as yogurt cups, 
plastic planters, or 
ako-out containers 

+ Aluminum foil 

< Cardboard + Give gun má 
+ Scissors Optional: Ballpoint реп, glue, glitter 


COMPOSE YOUR TROPHY Stack the 
containers you have gathered on top of 
each other to create the look you like. 


DRAW THE ARM ON A PIECE 
OF CARDBOARD Use 

scissors to cut out one 

arm, Then trace that arm 

onto another piece of 

cardboard so that you 


have two matching ams. 


COVER WITH 
ALUMINUM FOIL Wrap 
each plastic container tightly 


with foil. Then do the same to the 
cardboard arms, 


GLUE YOUR PIECES 
TOGETHER Use a 
glue gun to attach the parts 


о! your trophy. Put the arms 
on last 


CELEBRATE Head out to 

the backyard to play so that you 
can award that trophy soon! You can use a 
pen (or the top end of a plastic fork, knife, or 
Spoon) to "etch" the winners name into tho. 
trophy. Bust out some glue and glitter to 
make it even fancier. 


WEAVE AN AWESOME 
SUPERFAN BRACELET 


MATERIALS. 
Төв stands of embroidery floss or yarn, sach — (Y 
sicfeat long. Floss s nicer, but a thick yam can 

bo easier to use ha first time you do the project. 


Place your yam together so all ofthe 
| 

in the mid, (Now you have sx stands.) Tape | 

"he knot toa tabla or cipit onto a clipboard, 

and arrange the colors in the order shown. M 


q Ja 


Always work from left to right. Use the outermost 

ring (n this case, the yellow) and cross it on top 
ofthe nox sting, ike a "47 Then, weave it under the white 
sting and pull up to make a knot. Holding the yellow string 
again, repeat the "A" to make a second knot, 


er 
Fee 
en 
e 
ee 
en 
N 
SEES 


Т Gye 
еы er e 
ЕВА 
сше ем. 
о 


Continue this process of taking 

the leftmost string and double 
pee eese eee 
until your bracelet is Jong enough t tie around 
your wist 


„mv 


a i М ч + 


and then tie it 
around your wrist Go 


solers! 


Not picked? 
Not a problem. 
More and more 
NFL teams are 
finding talent 
in players who, 
for whatever 
reason, never 
heard their 
names called on 
draft day. 


BY GARY 
GRAMLING 
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m very spring, more than 250 players are selected in the NFL 
draft. The league's 
spend months researching virtually every college football 
Bl payer in the world. Most players taken in the draft come 
from the NCAA's “power conferences,” which include 
schools like Florida State, Alabama, and Ohio State. 
But in 2015 alone, there were players selected from 


2 teams have dozens of scouts who 


some of the tiniest programs: Central Arkansas, 
Monmouth, Samford, Towson, William & Mary, 
Delaware — and Delaware State! Mars Hill = 
University is in fact located on Earth (North P 
Carolina, to be exact). And that is where 
Denzelle Good, taken by the Indianapolis 
Colts with the second-to-last pick of the 
draft, played college ball. Buccaneers 
offensive lineman Ali Marpet of Hobart 
College became the first Division III 
player selected since 2012. 

There was a time when a player might 


have gone undrafted because no one in 
the NFL saw him play, but that's no longer 
the case. For those not drafted, the 32 4 
teams saw you and just decided you 1 
weren't worth a pick. 

That's bad news for your NFL 
future, but it doesn't mean you're 
hopeless. Many stars never heard 
their names called in the draft 
There are a number of reasons 
they slipped through the 
cracks. 


While the NFL is finding more small- 
school stars than ever, those players 
from FCS or Division Il or I schools are 
stil making a huge leap when it comes. 


SCHOOL o ove! of competition, That makes a 
WAS TOO Шакет 
SMALL. 


quarterback won the 
Walter Payton Award as the top player in 
Division I-AA (now known as FCS), 
college football's second-highest division. He was invited 
to the NFL combine to ty out for teams before the draft 
but failed to impress. However, Romo had a connection 
in the NFL: Another former Easter linois quarterback, 
Sean Payton, was a popular 
young assistant coach for 
Ж) the Dallas Cowboys 
Payton persuaded the 
La Cowboys to sign 
my Romo as an undrafted 
ШЕ @^ agent. Of 
course, Romo still 
sat on the bench 
for the first three 
years of his NFL 
career, which 
helped his 
development. But 
now the veteran 


< 


signal-caller is 

considered a 
true franchise, 
quarterback. 


The simple fact is 
that NFL football 
is a physical 
sport played by a 
lot of huge men, 
especially on 
defense. Heading 
into the 2002 draft, 6-foot, 242-pound 
Kent State linebacker 

was considered too little to 
play in the NFL. In fact, even after being 
signed as an undrafted free agent by 
the Pittsburgh Steelers, he was 
released by the team and later cut by 
the Baltimore Ravens. It wasn't until '04 
that Harrison got any real playing time in 
the NFL, and he wasn't a starter until 
07. Once he got onto the field, though, 
his small stature wasn't an issue 
anymore. Among the highlights: 
Harrison was the NFL's Defensive Player 
of the Year in 2008, twice a first-team 
All-Pro, and he had the longest play in 
Super Bowl history when he returned an 
interception 100 yards for a touchdown 
in Super Bow! XLII. 


THEY 
HAD TOO 
MANY 
INJURIES. 


round pick He retumed or tis senior 
Season, Rough, and struggled rough 
Kae and ttigh ire He had aiso 
tutored tough ric ae 
Espoo to senum curi ad 
poled hamstring kept him fom. 
Berfoming at he NFL scouting 
Combine al aed up to Foster going 
ирей in 2008, The Тата зсоорей 

him up as a ro agent after he df 

and aher sting fet most of oki 

Jaar he emerged as ong ofthe NFLs E 


top running backs in 10. 


THEY WERE 
LEARNING 
ANEW 
POSITION. 


finished his collegiate 
career as the second-leading rusher in 
University of Tennessee history. Had he 
entered the NFL draft after his Junior 
season, he 


vas 27 ‹ 
expected a 

tobea li 

first- or 1 

second- 4 


started his college football 
career as a defensive lineman for Arkansas. 
But he soon switched to the offensive side 
of the ball, becoming a hard-nosed blocking 
tight end who also caught 21 passes in his 
final season with the Razorbacks. While he 
was an All-SEC tight end, Peters was 
already more than 300 pounds. His NFL. 
future would be as an offensive lineman. No 
опе was quite sure just how Peters would 
fare after another position switch, so he 
went undrafted in 2004. The Bills picked 
him up as a free agent, using him at tight 
end and offensive tackle. Before the 106 
season, Peters beat out Mike Williams, the 
fourth overall pick of the "02 draft, for the 
starting right tackle job. Peters immediately 
became one of the NFL's elite offensive 
linemen, making back-to-back Pro Bowls in 
2007 and '08, He was traded to the. 
Philadelphia Eagles before the '09 season 
for three draft picks, including a first 
rounder. Peters has made five more 

Pro Bowls since joining Philly. 


IEY W 
LEARNING A 
NEW SPORT. 


wasn't exactly new Ё 
to football. He was an accomplished 
high school player who plannedon £ 
playing two sports, including football, 
at Michigan State University. But H 
when Nick Saban, then the coachat {© 
MSU, told him he wasn't allowedto E 
play basketball, Gates ended up 
leaving. He bounced around : 
between a few schools before 
landing at Kent State to play 
basketball only. And he was agreat — ; 
basketball player, a double-double 
machine who helped Kent State i 
reach the Elite Eight in 2002. 

Considered too short ta be an 
NBA power forward, Gates 
accepted an invitation to try out for — : 
the San Diego Chargers after his 
senior season. He hadn't been 
drafted because he hadn't played 
football in years. Gates made the 
Chargers as a reserve tight end in 
2003, and his career really took off 
when he caught 13 touchdowns in 
his second season. Last year, he 
became the fourth tight end in NFL 52 
history with more than 10,000 career 
receiving yards. В 


Alter a 
d Е forgettable 
THEY JUST BE 
T linebacker at 
Penn State 
led to his 
TO undrafted, a 
BLOSSOM. 50 
Derek Wake 
ee 
with the New York Giants. After he was 
Cut, he took a job at a local gym and tried 
to figure out what he should do next 
Because of a paperwork misup at the 


gym, he had his middle name on his name tag, 
everyone knew him as Cameron. That even included his 
agent, who landed him a contract with the Canadian 


IN PLAIN SIGHT 


Football League's British 
Columbia Lions. He had a 
and a new position 
(defensive end). Suddenly 
something just clicked like it 
never had in college. He 
became one of the CFL's, 
stars, winning defensive 
player of the year honars in 
two straight seasons, and 
soon started getting 
attention fram NFL teams. 
The Miami Dolphins signed 
him after the 2008 season 
апа Wake hai 
hers, making the 
d averaging more 


emerged as one of NFL’ 
Pro Bowl four times 
than 10 sacks per year. 


Of the players who fell out of the 2015 draft, 
who might be a hidden gem? 


вікшесом аа 
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JUST FOR | au, 


Chase-Reed, the 17-year-old owner 
Of the first-ever sneaker pawn 
shop, tells us the story behind his 


ы 


successful (and growing!) business. 


BY CHRISTINA M. TAPPER 
Phe 


ооз 
Al Tielmans for 
Sports Illustrated 


fà 


A 


early three years ago, as 
his sneaker collection 
swelled to almost 2: 
pairs, 14-year-old Chase 
Reed asked his father, 
Troy, for $50 to hang 
out with friends. An 
innocent request, Chase 
thought. But for a dad who just spent 
close to $400 on two new pairs of 
Jordans for Chase, it was too much, 
Зо he made a deal with Chase. “I told 
him, ‘Let me hold a pair of your 
sneakers as collateral, and I'll give 
you the money; " Troy recalls. “Chase 
had a week to pay me back. He made 
the deadline, and I returned his 
sneakers. We did that a few times 
[when he asked for money] 

‘The father-son deals not only 
supplied Chase with some spending 
cash, but they also sparked an idea. "I 
told him, You're pretty much using 
your sneakers to get a loan; " Troy 
Says. So Chase started drawing up a 
sneaker business plan rooted in the 
same money-lending process his 
father introduced him to, “I thought, 
‘There have to be other people just like 
me, with tons of sneakers who need 
cash too” 

That's when Sneaker Pawn, the 
world’s first pawn shop. 
strictly for kicks, was 
born. Chase and Troy 
opened the store in the 
Harlem neighborhood of 
New York City in June 
2014. Customers can sell 
their shoes to pick up 
some extra money, or they 
can buy a pair out of the 
store's collection of approximately 
300 pairs, ranging from new releases 
to retro high tops. “Sneaker Pawn is a 
place where sneakerheads and 
non-sneakerheads can come,” says 
Chase, “Even if you're not into 
sneakers, you can learn about the 
hottest sneakers on the market. You'll 
walk out a sneakerhead, It’s a place 
for everyone?” 
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Now 17, Chase runs the show at 
Sneaker Pawn. He sold the majority 
of his 250 sneakers to start. 
the business. "I had 15 to 
20 pairs left in my 
collection on opening day,” 


"E 


CHASE'S SNEAKER TIPS 


Chase remembers. But there was a 
big payoff. "By selling them we came 
up with about $30,000. That helped 
with the start-up money for pawning 
and purchasing sneakers and putting 
shelves on the wall,” he says. “It was 
worth it.” 


When customers walk into the 
store to pawn or sell their sneakers, 
Chase, his father, or a member of 


DYNAMIC DUO 


their five-person staff evaluates the 
Kicks, They check for yellowing or 
excessive wear before accepting or 
rejecting the 
sneakers. The 


average payout 
for a pairis 


$100 to $150. Customers — who 
range from teens to professionals and 
who come from as far away as France 
and Japan — use the money for a 
variety of things, such as prom 
expenses or Mother's Day gifts 
Others use the funds to buy more 
shoes, Customers have 30 to 60 days 
to claim their sneakers by paying 
back the amount given, plus a storage 


fee of a dollar a day. If the sneakers aren't claimed, they 
become property of the store and go up for sale. 

The store also buys hard-to-find sneakers to resell with a 
high markup. After buying two pairs of limited edition Nike 
Air Mags, Chase and Troy sold both pairs for approximately 
$19,000 to two sneaker collectors earlier this year! It was the 
store's biggest payday so far. Chase isn’t running to the nearest 

1.21 Shoe store to restock his personal collection 
with the money the shop is generating, though, 
“The profits go right back into the store,” Chase 
explains. “We're trying to expand the 
business.” 

‘And it is growing, Sneaker Pawn is moving 
downtown — near Union Square in 
Manhattan — to attract even more customers, 
and a Los Angeles store will open this summer, 


Just because Chase is the head of a sneaker 
enterprise doesn't mean he's excused from 
schoolwork. The rising senior at Frederick 
Douglass Academy in Harlem heads to the 
store after school almost every day to greet 
customers, carry out sneaker transactions, 
and update Sneaker Pawn's social media 
accounts. He does all of that while using his 
lunch periods and any downtime he has after 
school and during the weekends for his 
studies. 

Troy runs the daily operations while Chase. 
is at school, but he is quick to point out that 
his son is the driving force behind the store's 
“I tell people, 1 work for him!’ " says Troy, a filmmaker 
and former barbershop owner. 

For the father-son duo, it's really not work at all. It's time 
well spent together. Sneaker Pawn gives the two “an 
opportunity to bond. I get to watch Chase grow as a young 
man and as an entrepreneur,” Troy says. 

Chase plans on detailing his development in essays when 
he begins applying to colleges like Howard University and 
UCLA. “The story behind the store's success pretty much 
writes itself,” Chase says. 

Its a story that keeps customers like Ampofo Mensah Jr, 
who has sold eight pairs of Jordans to the store, coming back. 
“have a great deal of respect for Chase. When I was his age, 
1 was collecting sneakers, But he 
took ita step further and started a 


ck out an original 


business? Mensah,22, says. “Tm Ж EEE 
in awe of what he's done. He — 
created a great place for eed o 
sucskerheads like me? 


ROM THE PAGES OF 


ONE OF the most memorable plays of Blake 
Griffin's career, by hisown estimation, was 
a colossal failure. It happened two years. 
instthe Warriors in Oakland, when 
rs point guard Chris Paul, had 
the ball as the shot clock dipped under five seconds. 
The Golden State defense pinched off Paul's path as 
he drove to the hoop, so he dished to the 6 10" Griffin, 
who was standing in the corner at ће three-point line. 

Griffin's defender, Andris Biedrins, was about 10 feet 


his teammate, Clipp 


away, but like everyone else in the league at the time, 
he had so little respect for Griffin's ability to hit a long 
jumper that he didn't even take a step to contest the 
shot. He simply turned to wait for the inevitable re 
bound. Wide open, Griffin set his feet, measured the 
shot, and released a jumper that would have been 


perfect — had the rim been high on the side of the 
backboard, which is where the shot hit before carom- 
ing out-of-bounds. The crowd jeered, and some of the 
Warriors hi 

The embarrassment of that scene pops into Grif 


eserves nearly fell over la 


биз mind just as often as the time he soared over 
а compact car to win the 2011 Slam Dunk Contest 
ог the moment in a "10 loss to the Knicks when he 
elevated so high that he rested his forearm on 7'1 
Timofey Mozgov's head as he stuffed the ball through 
the iron, Those kinds of moves built his reputation 
as perhaps the NBA's 


most powerful dunker, and, 
as Griffin says, “there are worse things to be known 
for.” But it bothered him that the title came with the 
implication that he would never be anything more 
Thata 
jump shot. Now that Griffin has evolved into a more 


isment was as off-target as his wayward 


complete player, no one is laughing, certainly not 
the Spurs or the Rockets, who have gained firsthand 
knowledge of his ever-expanding abilities. Griffin 
has been an all-around marvel this pos 


251-pound power forward with more than a dash 
trips, on 
which he snatches the rebound on one end and fin 


of point guard in him, His coast-to-con 


ishes with a dunk or a dish on the other, often with a 
behind-the-back dribble en route, are feats no other 
power forward in the league can pull off as nimbly. 
(With the exception of LeBron James, a power forward 
when he wants to be.) With Paul hindered by a balky 
left hamstring, Griffin has kept the 
afloat, displaying shooting, 
ing, and leadership skills to go 
along with his well-known athleticism 


JUMP AROUND 


Griffin racked up 


around the basket, "rs been amazing ШЕ. 
to watch him," says Paul. “His whole * 
game, everything he's worked so hard 
on, has come t 


out triple doubles on the regular 


ther. He's cranking 


Griffin has three of them in these start the pl 
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There's so much more to Blake Griffin's 
game these days than vicious dunks. 
Dust ask the Spurs.) The Clippers" 


power forward has rebuilt himself into 
one of theleague's mast complete 
players — brick by brick. 


BY PHIL TAYLOR | Photographs by 


John W. McDonough for Sports lustrated 


ком 


playoffs, two 
against San Antonio in 
the first round, includ- 
ing one (24 points, 13 
rebounds, and 10 as- 
sists) in Game 7. The 
third (26, 14, and 13), 
two days later, was 
against the Rockets in 
Game 1 of the Western. 
Conference semifinals. 
"The box scores are bulg- 
ing with his accomplish- 
ments, which have put. 
him in rare statistical 
company — the only 
other players who con- 
jured at least three triple 
doubles in the first eight 
games of a postseason 
are Wilt Chamberlain, 
Oscar Robertson, and 
Magic Johnson. 

"He's always had a good handle, and he's been 
able to use that alittle more to attack, and his abil- 
ity to use the dribble handoff and get other people 
shots is impressive,” says Houston coach Kevin 
McHale. “He had a lot of talent to start out with, 
and now he's become a better basketball player." 


N CASE you haven't been paying close at- 

tention, the time has come to reconsider 

‘most of what you thought you knew about 

Griffin. That “just a dunker" description 
hasn't fit him for more than a year. He threw down. 
Bá times during 2014-15, 18th in the league; that's 
fewer than half of his 176 dunks during the previ- 
‘ous season, the fourth-highest total. But the label 
has stuck with him because is easier to fixa jump. 
shot than to change a narrative. Griffin was the. 
chiseled leaper, living with that “great athlete" tag 
that complimented his physical gifts while dis- 
counting the time and effort he put into sharpening 
his skills. Then, too, there was Griffin the deadpan 
pitchman, the Kia commercial comedian whose. 
fame had outpaced his accomplishments. That. 
might have led to Griffin the hard-foul magnet, 
the target of multiple takedowns over the years 
by opponents who seemed eager to egg him into, 
a fight. 

Elements of all those different Griffins are still 
in evidence. He was flattened, for instance, by 
Rockets center Dwight Howard on a dunk at- 
tempt in Game 4 but kept his composure. “My 
entire career everybody has said I need to punch 
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Everything. 
he's worked 


so hard on has 


come together, 
says Paul. 

"He's cranking 
out triple 
doubles on 


the regular. 


RUN WITHIT 
Griffin's handle 
has made him a 

one-man fast break 
who's as much a 

threat to find the 
open man as to 
finish himself, 


somebody, and I haven't Griffin says. “But hard 
fouls are a part of playoff basketball 

"The Griffin who has been the least known all 
along was the one who put in hours at the gym, 
‘working on his weaknesses. He estimates that he 
has put up more than 250,000 jump shots over 
the last few years with his shooting coach, Bob 
‘Thate, remaking his jumper "brick by brick? he 
says, in every sense of the term. Griffin broke 
bad habits — bringing the ball too far behind his 
head, releasing it on his way down instead of at 
the top of his jump, leaning back when he should 
have been jumping straight up and landing in the 
same spot — by repeating the proper form until 
it was second nature. 

His passing skills didn't need to be sharpened 
ав much, but Los Angeles coach Doc Rivers has 
‘brought them to the forefront. Rivers put Griffin 
in position to operate from the elbows, giving him 
the option to shoot, drive, or pass. He also asked 
him to turn and face defenders more often when 
he got the ball in the low post instead of trying to 
back them down. “That's the area to me in which 
he made his biggest improvement,” Rivers says. 
“He's very difficult to guard when he turns and 
faces, because you can't put your hands on him. 
"Then with his first step, his quickness, and his 
vision, hes just impossible” 

Not that long ago it was impossible to imagine 
the habitually pathetic Clippers franchise in the 
Western Conference finals, but after their Game 4 
demolition ofthe Rockets, that’s where they appear 
to be headed for the first time in their history, and 
Griffin, more than ever, is responsible for leading 
‘them there. The Clips have been Paul's team for 
the four seasons the point guard has been in L-A., 
but lately Griffin has been making leadership of 
the team into a two-man operation. 

When the Rockets began intentionally foul- 
ing center DeAndre Jordan, a 41.7% career free 
throw shooter, early in Game 4, it was Griffin 
‘who made sure that Jordan didn't get frustrated 
by the treatment. “We don't give him any choice, 
то be honest,” Griffin said. "At halftime I said to 
him, ‘Look at everything they did to try to slow 
the game down, and we're still up by six’ He could 
have missed every free throw, but he still would 
ave done things that gave us a chance to win. We 
tell him every day that his impact on a game goes 
‘way beyond some missed free throws.” 

Likewise, Griffin's impact on a game goes far 
beyond some acrobatie dunks. The Clippers are 
shooting for the first championship in franchise 
history, and unlike that night in Oakland twa 
years ago, Griffins aim is true. a 


BY BEN GOLLIVER 


Blake Griffin has always 
been known as a scorer 
and a rebounder, but he's 
become a threat as a 
passer. His 6.9 assiste. 
per game in the playoffs 
are tops among power 
forwards and centers, and 
they are generating 17.0 
points. (That's more than 
2014-15 MVP Stephen 
Curry's.) Griffin has truly 
became a threat all over. 
the court. 


NEAR THE ARC 


Griffin lacks the range to be а 
true stretch four, but he's still 
effective when he's roaming the 
arc thanks to his activity level 
and quality decision making, 

It's no accident that Griffin 
touched the ball BL times per 
game in the regular season, tops 
among non-point guards. Lots 

of good things happen when he's 
Involved. Griffin's pick-and-rolls 
with Paul are well-known for their 
deadlines, but LA, employs 
another go-to action on the 
perimeter that doesn't make the 
highlight reels. The Clippers like 
to put Griffin and Redick into а 
two-man game that begins with a 
dribble handoff. Griffin transitions 
quickly into setting a screen, 
forcing the defense to pick its 
poison: contest Redick's shot 

or stay home on Griffin, who can 
pop to space or dive to the hoop. 


| 


Down 
Low 


Griffin 
spends 
timein 
postups 
thanin 
any other type of play, according 

to Synergy Sports. He can spin and 
explode ta the basket in search of. 
a high-percentage look or a faul; 

he can turn to face and attempt. 

a short jumper; or he can find the 
open man after drawing a double 
team. LA's spot-up shooters - and 
their defenders ~ must remain 
vigilant, as Griffin is fully capable of 
whipping a one-handed crosscourt 
pass from the block. He is also a 
master at drawing the defense 
toward him before flipping an 

alley-oop to center DeAndre Jordan, 
whether the pass originates from 
inside the key or along the baseline, 
All told, Griffin's assists led to 58 

of Jordan's league-high 252 dunks 
this season, per NBA.com/stats. 


IN TRANSITION 


Who needs an outlet pass? Griffin 
is a one-man fast break. He ranked 
first amang all power forwards 

and centers with 198 transitian 
possessions. Opponents must 
respect his ability to finish, setting 
up opportunities for him ta lay the 
ball off ta trailers or ta find shooters 
spotting up for clean looks. While 
the sight of a big man dribbling in 
the open court makes same coaches 
squeamish, Griffin generated 

12 paints per 

possession 
in transition. 
in the regular. 
season, which 
earns him a 
new label: 
point power 
forward, 


“ 


FROM THE ELBOW 


Early in Griffin's career mast of his 
offense came from within 10 faet, He 
set about expanding his range so that 
he would be less predictable and gain 
more room to operate. This season 
Griffin touched the ball at the elbow 
12.0 times per game, ranking second 
only to Marc Gasol. He used those 
touches ta launch the mast long 

twos of his career (37.8% of his total 
attempts), connecting at his highest 
rate (40 4%). With defenses forced to 
respect his impraved jumper, Griffin 
was able to penetrate into the paint 
more easily, and play the drive- 
and-kick game with floor-spacers 
Redick and forward Matt Barnes, 


WHAT’S 
THE CALL? 


Montana Movers quarterback Damian Lyons 
throws a pass to wide receiver Hal Chambers 
in a football game against the Texas Trainers. 
As Chambers jumps up to catch the ball, so 
does Trainers linebacker Julius Stocker. Thay 
both have their hands on the ball as thay 
ome dawn to the ground, Bath teams argue 
they have possession of the ball. You're the 
iclal. Which team has possession? 


lustrations by 
Sean Tiffany 


During a basketball game against the Landover Legends, center Hector 
Parry af the Charleston Chasers prepares for a jump ball near his team's 
basket: He controls the tip and sends the ball toward his basket. The bal 
travels downward and reaches the imaginary cylinder above the hoop 
before it is batted away by Legends forward Ben Barrington. The Chasers 
accuse the Legends jends argue it was a legal 
block. You're tha official 


The Binghamton Blues and the Sausalito 
Shakers are tied 2-2 in overtime of a soccer 
match. Blues midfielder Lesley Manning 
dribbles into the Shakers! penalty area and 
takes a chat. But her shoe flies off her kicking 
foot and whacks Shakers goalie Annie Craw in 
the shoulder. Crow is stunned by the impact 
and doesn't react as the ball streaks past her. 
The Blues celebrate their goal, but the 
Shakers argue that the goal doesn't count. 
You're the referee. Does the goal count? 


WHICH PRO QUARTERBACK ARE YOU? 


Take this quiz to find out your NFL QB twin, 


1. If you could wear one color 


for your uniformitwouldbe... If you chose mostly. 
A Orange 

өше 

© Green 

2. During the season, you're A 


the QB who is likely to. 
A Throw the most touchdowns. 
B. Run the most. 

С. Have the fewest interceptions. 


You аге like Peyton Manning. 
Yui dont just play tha сата, 

3. You would describe your en 

style of play as... Br. 

A Smart: Yura a football brainiac Be, 

Шәке Vu iUad rel remise аа 

Reserved Your quiet, but you get Rn 

Че ви. 

4, You don't mind playing in. 

Atighatitude асака оно В 

dea 

E Pai. The slickar the field, tha beter, 

Cist vest Whar ааа 

dip, your performance surges. You are like Russell Wilson. 
Yeute a double throat Youre 


equally confident in finding 


5. You focus on... the end zone, with a pass or 


A. Making history. Set the records, een 
break them, repeat. don't shy away from playing. 
В. Preparation. Practice makes perfect. other sports. 


С. Proving the doubters wrong. Success 
is the sweetest revenge. 


B. When you're away from the. 
field, you like to... с 
в раты. 

Жы) жойы жете 

Ша DAD 


Youare like Aaron Rodgers. 


You dont seek attention and 
T oe futura НЕНІ rarely make mistakes. You 


costume will be... Gh TEE sles bu ti 
EA cowboy. spotlight, but you find a way 


0 to shine — and get the W. 
C. Something cheesy. 


MYSTERY ATHLETE 


CLUE #1 In 2014, the Mystery 
Athlete became the 1th pitcher in 
MLB history to win the MVP and the 
Cy Young Award in the same season. 
CLUE #2 A four-time All-Star, the 
Mystery Athlete is the first pitcher 
to lead MLB in ERA far four 
consecutive seasons. 

CLUE #3 The Mystery Athlete went 
to Highland Park High Schaal in 
Texas with Detroit Lions 
quarterback Matthew Stafford. 


THE MYSTERY ATHLETE I8: 


OOOO] 
шр 


TRIVIA 
CHALLENGE 


Manu Ginóbili, Tim Duncan, and Tany 
Parker (below, from left) recorded 120 
playoff wins together, the most by a 
trio in NBA postseason history. Which 
trio previously held the record (ШО? 


A. Isiah Thomas, Bill 
Laimbeer, and Vinnie Johnson 


B. Larry Bird, Kevin McHale, 
and Robert Parish 


C. Magic Johnson, Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar, and Michael 


Cooper е 


54 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED KIDS 


Send your card to: COMIC CARDS, SI Kids, 1271 Avenue 
cf the Americas, st Floor, New York, NY 10020-1388, 
Please include your nama, address, and date oF birth. 


game 
What's the Calf? (page 52) 
face on! 1L If an opposing player touches the 
ball when it is above the basket ring. 

and within the imaginary cylinder, 

itis goaltending. The Chasers are 

awarded two paints 

2. This is what ia known as a 

simultaneous catch. when both 

players catch the ball at once. The 

Movers are awarded possession of 

the ball. 

3. The goal doesn't count. Although 

the hit was unintentional, Moss is 

charged with afoul because she 

prevented the goalkeeper from 

attempting a save ora black. The 

Shakers aro awarded adirect free 

Put your kick at the goal area. 
hands in the 
air like you just Trivia [page 53) 
don't care! €. Magle Johnson, Kareem 

Abdul-Jabbar, and Michael Cooper 


Mystery Athlete (page 53) 
Clayton Kershaw pitcher, 
Los Angeles Dodgers 


Brendan, 18, New Vark 


Why is 


everyone 
upside 
down? 


ABER TO Michigan 


[X E ITI 


1 CHECKED THE LIGT OF POSSIBLE SUMMER 
CAMPS | MIGHT LIKE TO ATTEND VERY 
CAREFULLY — FIRST ELIMINATING ALL OF THOSE 
CAMPS THAT WON'T LET ME COME BACK, 


THEN | THOUGHT, WHY NOT CAMPERS, LEAVE ANY РЕМ AND 16 THAT ONE OF 
HOLD МУ OWN SPORTS CAMP? ||| PENCILS HERE - AND THERE мш. Be || THe UNWRITTEN 
МО TWEETING IN CAMP THESE ARE 
THE UNWRITTEN RULES THE UNWRITTEN RULES OF BASEBALL 
OF BASEBALL САМР! AND THEY MUST STAY THAT WAY, 


FIRST, WE WILL REVIEW TEY WAIT! | NEVER 
THE MORE WELL-KNOWN HEARD "No MAYO 
‘UNWRITTEN RULES. MOUND ON THE WAY 
pe = ТО ТАЕ PUGCUT. 


; 0( 20000 
€) 


TRY IT AND THE NEXT RULE: You Awaye |f LET US CONTINUE, 
PITCH MAY BE COMING EAT HOT Doss. NEVER BUNT TO THIRD WHEN 


BETWEEN YOUR Ат а ВАцоме Mao a отитте. Д your reame 
SHOULDER BLADES. Ne ex WAY AHEAD. 


IF THEY РОТ HOT SAUCE ON YOUR. YOU JUST NEVER see / HERE'S AN UNWRITTEN RULE 

SUNFLOWER SEEDS, YOU SNEAK OVER IT BECAUSE TAEVRE | ABOUT BUZZ BEAMER: 
ТО THEIR DUGOUT AND PUT HOT SO SNEAKY, IF ЦЕ DOESN'T KNOW IT, 

SAUCE ON THEIR SUNFLOWER SEEDS, HELL MAKE IT UPI 


SCORE YOUR 
ALL-ACCESS VIP PASS! 


Get the VIP treatment 
with an insider's look at 


the biggest star athletes, А L fr El 
sports stadiums, and 
state-of-the-art locker 


rooms in the world. (A C CE = 


m 


E 


\ 2 | ar TOTHE 
y NS 
Available now + | POLHINGS 
wherever books | и 
аге $014 


GEAR 


SIKIDS.COM/ALLNEWACCESS 


€ 
D KIDS isa red in th 


2224 


COLDFICH 


Two GOLDFISH CRACKERS WERE 
WALKING HOME FROM SCHOOL, 
WHEN ALL OF A SUDDEN ... 


IT WAS A FLYING SAUCER? 
WITH ACTUAL SAUCE // 


<> 
DUBE! You're 
BACK! BUT You 
SEEM DIFFERENT! 


D y 
DAS 
SURE RECHARGE DEZUE 


X PLOSIVE 
REWE 


NR NANA 


\ 


